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Third SIUC
student
cleared of
misconduct
Brandon Weisenberger
DAILY EGYPTIAN

STAYING ALIVE
SIU keeps season, playoff run intact
with 36-30 win over Tennessee-Martin
Jordan Wilson
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Trailing with about a minute to
play, the SIU football team needed
some magic to keep its season alive.
A 45-yard touchdown pass did
the trick.
After struggling for the better part
of the first half, SIU junior quarterback Nick Hill recovered in time to
find a streaking Alan Turner for a
touchdown with 57 seconds remaining
for the go-ahead score. The deciding
strike capped the Salukis’ 36-30 comefrom-behind victory Saturday over the
University of Tennessee-Martin.
The Salukis will hit the road
Saturday to face the University of
Montana in Missoula, Mont.
The win was the Salukis’ second
playoff victory since their 1983 national

championship run, and it secured SIU
at least one more game in the Division
I Football Championship playoffs. It
is also the second year in a row the
Salukis have made it past the first
round. In 2005, SIU defeated Eastern
Illinois University on the road.
SIU head coach Jerry Kill said he
was proud of the way his team came
back from a 27-7 deficit. He said his
team has always found a way to deal
with adversity.
SIU’s final drive of the game, which
covered 80 yards through eight plays
and was orchestrated by a first-year
signal caller, was proof of that.
“We are a young team, and we
almost fell apart a couple of times, but
we kept fighting and never gave up,”
Kill said.
See PLAYOFFS, Page 11

Saluki in the stars
SIUC alumna
to be part of
Discovery crew
Sarah Lohman
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Joan Higginbotham will soon go
where no SIUC graduate has gone
before.
Higginbotham,
who
earned her bachelor’s degree
in
electrical
engineering
in 1987, will be one of four mission
specialists onboard the space shuttle
Discovery on Dec. 7.
The 12-day flight will be

Higginbotham’s first in space.
According to NASA’s Web site,
the crew’s mission is to continue construction on the International Space
Station. The crew will deliver and
attach a truss and electrically reconfigure the station.
A NASA spokeswoman said
Higginbotham was in training and
would be unavailable for comment
until after the mission.
According to her biography on the
Web site, Higginbotham began working at NASA as a payload electrical
engineer two weeks after graduating in
1987. She later earned master’s degrees
in engineering management and space
See SHUTTLE, Page 11
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ABOVE: Saluki football players raise their arms after witnessing
an interception made in the final seconds of the first-round
playoff game against University of Tennessee-Martin on Saturday
afternoon at McAndrew Stadium.
TOP: Saluki wide receiver Alan Turner receives hugs from
teammates after making the final touchdown that put the
Salukis in the lead during Saturday’s game.
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School of Law Dean Peter
Alexander has overturned the suspension of another freshman who
was among nine students barred
from the university after an oncampus attack in early October.
Timothy Hart, who was suspended by Student Judicial Affairs
for two years, is now clear of multiple Student Conduct Code violations the university charged him
with between Oct. 12 and Oct. 18.
Hart, an undecided freshman
from Chicago, is part of a group of
nine students appealing suspensions
and bans from campus because of
their alleged involvement in an
Oct. 6 attack on a sophomore near
the Recreation Center.
Since the attack and eventual
banning from campus of the students became public, several campus groups have decried the university’s punishment, citing a lack
of due process.
All nine students were served
with “interim separation” notices
on Oct. 9 that temporarily removed
them from campus. University officials use interim separations to ban
from the university those students
who are deemed a threat to others
at SIUC.
Undergraduate
Student
Government and a grassroots committee have urged the administration to review and alter the Student
Conduct Code, which the students
were accused of violating.
The suspensions of freshmen
Charles Gill and Aric Anthony
were overturned Oct. 30 and Oct.
31, respectively. Appeals hearings are scheduled for Tuesday for
DeShaun McGee, Vincent Mack
and Christian Jennings. A Dec. 11
hearing is scheduled for Derrick
Reese Jr., the only student who has
appealed and is also facing criminal
charges in Jackson County.
See OVERTURNED, Page 11
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NEWS BRIEFS

Student Alumni
Council meeting

Teen charged in Thanksgiving Day stabbing of girl

CHICAGO (AP) — An 18-year-old woman has been charged with first-degree murder
in the fatal Thanksgiving Day stabbing of a 12-year-old girl on Chicago’s South Side, police
said.
Kendra Jones was charged late Saturday in the death of Laura Joslin, Chicago police said
in a statement.
Jones also was charged with one count of aggravated battery in the stabbing of Joslin’s
16-year-old sister, Mattie Bryant.
Police said the girls allegedly got into a verbal altercation on the street near Joslin’s home.
When officers responded around 9:10 p.m., they found Joslin stabbed in the neck and Bryant
stabbed in the arm.
“We were just outside playing on the block like we always do. Goofing around,” Bryant
said.
Joslin was later pronounced dead at Advocate Christ Medical Center in Oak Lawn,
according to the Cook County medical examiner’s office.

• 5:30 p.m. today at the Student Center
in the Kaskaskia Room
• Update on events and issues
concerning the organization

Native American
sovereignty

• 7 p.m. today at the Student Center
second floor Auditorium
• Judge Steve Russell, former trial court
judge in Texas and current professor
of Criminal Justice at Indiana University,
will speak about Native American
sovereignty

Cooperative weather helps post-holiday travel

ATLANTA (AP) — The journey home at the end of the long Thanksgiving weekend was
smooth sailing for many travelers Sunday as the weather cooperated and more people had
scheduled their flights to avoid the rush.
“They’re in a pretty happy mood,” Bobby Anderson, a 73-year-old shoe shiner, said while
watching the largely relaxed crowd at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International, the world’s
busiest airport.
During the middle of the day, “On Time” flashed next to most flight numbers on the
airport’s departure boards, and security checkpoint lines took less than 10 minutes.
Travelers across most of the nation had dry and relatively mild weather for their drives
and flights home, except for freezing temperatures on the northern Plains and gray, slushy
weather in parts of the Pacific Northwest. Chicago’s temperature edged above 60 degrees.
Ken Edwards and his 11-year-old son went to the Atlanta airport nearly three hours early
to make sure they had plenty of time to negotiate lines, but traffic was smooth, parking was
easy and lines were short.
“We were expecting the worst,” said Edwards, 44, of Albany, Ga. “I’m not sure what’s going
on, but everything’s going perfect.”
More than 290,000 travelers were expected to go through the Atlanta airport on
Sunday.
Midday crowds also weren’t as bad as expected at Boston’s Logan International Airport.
People are spreading out Thanksgiving travel plans over several days instead of hitting the
airport all at the same time, said Danny Levy, spokeswoman for the Massachusetts Port
Authority that operates Logan.
At Logan’s US Airways terminal, more flights were arriving early than late at one point, but
Jeff O’Sullivan was on one of the exceptions. His flight home to Charlotte, N.C., was delayed
by two hours, and he didn’t know why.
“We thought it was too good to be true, and it was,” O’Sullivan said.
Luck also wasn’t with Michael McGarry of Hoboken, N.J., who said lines were horrible
when he left Newark Liberty International on Sunday morning on his way to Miami for vacation. He said there was no effort to speed up things for first-class travelers like himself or for
people who were close to their flight times.
“The premium I paid was not justified today,” McGarry said after landing in Miami.
The unusually warm weather at Chicago was “definitely a blessing. Both airports are
reporting no major delays,” city Department of Aviation spokeswoman Wendy Abrams said
of O’Hare International and Midway International airports.

SIUC College
Democrats meeting
• 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday at the
Student Center in Activity Room B

National Association
of Black Journalists

• 6 p.m. Tuesday at the Student Health
Center, Room 111/112
• Stress workshop in relation to finals and
test taking

The Vagina
Monologues auditions

• 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday at the
McLeod Stage
• Individual auditions, sign up in
green room in theatre department

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.
Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

POLICE REPORTS

CORRECTIONS

University

Theft of lost or mislaid property occurred
between 7:15 and 7:30 p.m. Nov. 12 in
Abbott Hall. A wallet was reported stolen.
There are no suspects at this time.

If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311,
ext. 253.

Criminal damage to state supported
property occurred at 3:41 p.m. Nov. 13 at
Rehn Hall. A window was reported broken.
There are no suspects at this time.
SIUC student Jeffrey R. Hirsch, 18, of
Northbrook was arrested and charged with
possession of cannabis 30 grams and under

at 7:29 p.m. Nov. 13 at Allen III. Hirsch was
issued a Carbondale pay-by-mail citation
and released.
Battery and criminal damage to property occurred at 1:48 a.m. Nov. 15 at Mae
Smith. The case was referred to the State’s
Attorneys Office.
A theft under $300 occurred between
12:50 and 12:52 p.m. Nov. 16 at the
Recreation Center. An MP3 player and an
Alltel cellular telephone were reported stolen. There are no suspects at this time.

AccuWeather 5-Day Forecast for Carbondale

AccuWeather.com
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TODAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Rather cloudy and
mild

A couple of
showers

Showers

Cloudy and much
colder

Partly sunny and
cold
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64°

57°
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Illinois Weather

41°

71°

Rock Island
56/49
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Sun and Moon
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61/52

Champaign
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Springfield
61/52

Sunrise today ......................... 6:49 a.m.
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Moonset today ..................... 11:24 p.m.
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bands are
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are given for
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Regional Cities
City
Bloomington
Cape Girardeau
Champaign
Chicago
Danville
Edwardsville
Moline
Mt. Vernon
Paducah
Peoria
Quincy
Rockford
Springfield

Dec 4

Today

Hi
65
60
63
75
52
60
64
59
67
75
64
78
70
56
36
65

Legend: W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy,
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

National Weather Today

Carbondale
64/50

Shown is today’s
weather. Temperatures
are today’s highs
and tonight’s lows.

City
Atlanta
Boston
Cincinnati
Dallas
Denver
Indianapolis
Kansas City
Las Vegas
Nashville
New Orleans
New York City
Orlando
Phoenix
San Francisco
Seattle
Washington, DC

Temperature:
Chicago
56/50

17°

40°

National Cities

Almanac
Carbondale through 3 p.m. yesterday

Rockford
56/48

23°

46°

Monterrey
82/59

70s

70s 65/50
80s
Miami
81/70

Showers
T-storms
Rain
Flurries
Snow
Ice
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Faculty, BOT contract
talks await next meeting
No date set to
resume negotiations
Brandon Weisenberger
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Richard Lumpkin performs a wide grip pull down while John Farkas, a personal trainer at the Recreation
Center, helps control the speed of the bar coming up during a personal training session in the machines and
weights room of the Rec Center.

Losing the holiday weight
Recreation Center
programs combat
holiday weight gain
Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

On the heels of Black Friday,
SIUC students might be looking to
lose more than percentages off price
tags.
They might be looking to lose the
extra pounds packed on by numerous
helpings of turkey, potatoes and pie.
“I had more than I’ve ever eaten
before,” said Chris Gilloffo, a sophomore from Aurora studying journalism. “Thanksgiving’s not a time to
skimp.”
To turn that turkey fat into muscle mass, Gilloffo said he would need
to continue to work out consistently.
The Recreation Center has just
the prescription for students such
as Gilloffo — personalized training
programs that target a client’s individual needs and goals.
One-on-one training starts at $20
per session, with the price dropping
to $19 after nine sessions and to $18
after 19 sessions. Partner training is
also offered for $15 per partner, and
group training for groups of three to
eight is priced at $40 a group.
“We have options that try to make
it affordable for all students,” Fitness
Coordinator Lynne Thompson-

Cundiff said. “We just want them to
know that that service is here and is
available to them.”
She said the center’s 19 certified
personal trainers are able to manipulate a workout routine to target the
needs of each individual client.
“They work with the client, find
out what their goals are, find out
what their expectations are, and
help to provide an exercise prescription that will meet those goals,”
Thompson-Cundiff said.
Clients’ goals can range from
extremely specific — adding 15
pounds to their bench press — to
general concerns such as weight loss,
she said.
“Each prescription is individualized because each person is different,
and their body trains differently, and
you really have to adapt your program
to meet the needs of each individual
client,” Thompson-Cundiff said.
She said this personalized
attention can help patrons of the
Recreation Center to learn how to
work out correctly — particularly in
the case of weight lifters who mightnot know how to properly balance a
routine.
“If you continuously lift and your
program isn’t balanced, you potentially could cause instability in a
given joint over a period of time,”
Thompson-Cundiff said.
She said while some clients use
the service every time they work out,
many simply check in periodically
to make sure what they are doing is

“If you continuously lift
and your program isn’t
balanced, you potentially
could cause instability in a
given joint over a period of
time.

— Lynne Thompson-Cundiff
fitness coordinator

balanced.
“Your body adapts to any given
program in 8-12 weeks,” ThompsonCundiff said. “You can’t do the
same exercises every time you come
in, because your body will eventually adapt to what you’re doing.
Sometimes we have clients that
meet with the trainer every couple of
months just to change their program
up.”
Regardless of where someone is
in their workout history, she said,
they can benefit from the personal
attention the training programs provide.
“It doesn’t really matter where
you’re coming from,” ThompsonCundiff said. “The program in and
of itself is designed to help you reach
whatever your goals are. It’s assistance. It’s a tool that can help you
achieve your goal.”
Sean McGahan can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or
sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com.

w w w. s i u d e . c o m

Contract negotiations between
the SIU Board of Trustees and the
university’s Faculty Association
remain on hold while the two
sides consider their next meeting
date 40 days after administrators
made their “best and last” offer.
Bargaining teams representing the union and board entered
and exited Thanksgiving break
at a standstill after the trustees’
last proposal on Oct. 18 and the
Faculty Association’s unanimous
rejection of that proposal on Nov.
2.
“Thus far, all that we’ve heard
has been in solid agreement with
the conclusion that the board’s
Oct. 18 offer is seriously inadequate,” said union spokeswoman and Vice President Lenore
Langsdorf.
BOT contract spokesman
Gary Kolb has said the ball is in
the union’s court, and the university team is awaiting an official response from the Faculty
Association team. Kolb, associate dean of the College of Mass
Communication and Media Arts,
said union leaders must set up a
time to come back to the bargaining table.
Langsdorf, a professor of
speech communication, said that
time has not been scheduled, and
union members are talking with
faculty members campus—wide
to determine the next step.
Contract talks became heated
in 2002, and faculty members
threatened to strike before an
agreement was reached after more
than a year of negotiations.

The current contract expired
June 30 but remains in effect
until the end of the new contract’s negotiations, which began
in June.
Langsdorf said she expected
that the recent ouster of former Chancellor Walter Wendler
would affect the negotiations.
Wendler, who took SIUC’s
helm in 2001, stepped down from
the top spot Nov. 15 on the order
of the Board of Trustees and
SIU President Glenn Poshard,
who cited communication problems, low enrollment and insufficient leadership skills when he
announced Wendler’s demotion
on Nov. 8.
Faculty Association President
Marvin Zeman said the union
would represent Wendler just as
it does other faculty members,
regardless if they are union members.
“We have a duty to represent
everybody who is covered by the
contract, and we intend to do
the best we can,” Zeman said. “If
he needs our help in any way, he
should certainly feel free to come
to us.”
Negotiations have yielded
some agreements, but two impasses have stonewalled the contract’s
completion.
Three issues spurred the deadlocks in August and October, salary being the dominant issue. The
Board of Trustees team has rejected
union calls for reform to the appeals
process for denial of tenure and
promotion, along with a request
for a vote to determine if all faculty members should pay service
charges to the Faculty Association
regardless of membership
Sean McGahan contributed to this report.
Brandon Weisenberger can be reached
at 536-3311 ext. 254 or
brandon_weisenberger@dailyegyptian.com.
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Iraq’s leaders try
to halt violence
Thomas Wagner

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

J ACK C HANG ~ MCT

A protester holds a sign during a rally in Buenos Aires, Argentina, demanding the safe return of
bricklayer Jorge Julio Lopez on Nov. 18. Lope z disappeared in September after testifying that police
tortured him when the country was run by a dictator.

Bush visits NATO allies in week
of high-stakes diplomatic talks
Tom Raum

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N G T O N
—
President Bush reaches out to allies
this week for help in quelling violence
in Iraq and Afghanistan, in a burst of
diplomacy from a Baltic summit of
NATO partners to Mideast talks with
Iraq’s prime minister.
Just back from an eight-day trip
to Asia, Bush was leaving on Monday
on another overseas trip as pressure
builds at home for a change in his
administration’s Iraq strategy amid
deepening tensions and violence in
that country.
The president stops first in Estonia
en route to a NATO summit in
neighboring Latvia where a debate
over peacekeeping operations in
Afghanistan is expected to dominate.
Estonia and Latvia have sent

troops to both Iraq and Afghanistan
and the U.S. considers the two former
Soviet republics important allies.
From Latvia, the president heads
to Amman, Jordan, for two days of
talks with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki. Jordan was deemed a less
dangerous setting for the meeting
than Baghdad.
White House aides said the meeting, a late addition to Bush’s itinerary,
was part of the president’s process of
sounding out various parties as he
ponders how to proceed in Iraq.
Iran and Syria are trying to assert
influence in stabilizing Iraq without
American involvement, and tensions in the region increased further
last week with the assassination of a
Cabinet member in the U.S.-backed
democratic government of Lebanese
Prime Minister Fuad Saniora — a
killing some have blamed on Syria.

Also, sectarian attacks in Iraq have
surged in recent days.
Jordan’s King Abdullah said
Sunday that tensions in the Middle
East go beyond the war in Iraq and
that much of the region soon could
become engulfed in violence unless the
central issues are addressed quickly.
“We could possibly imagine going
into 2007 and having three civil wars
on our hands,” he said on ABC’s
“This Week,” citing conflicts in Iraq,
Lebanon and the decades-long strife
between the Palestinians and Israelis.
At the NATO gathering Tuesday
and Wednesday in Riga, Latvia, Bush
will press for a heavier financial and
military commitment from many of
the alliance’s 26 members and urge
an easing of restrictions by individual
countries on what their troops can
and cannot do, administration officials said.

Friends, family demand answers
in NYPD gunfire that killed groom
Two other guests
wounded in incident
DEEPTI HAJELA

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — An angry
crowd demanded Sunday to
know why police officers killed an
unarmed man on the day of his
wedding, firing dozens of shots that
also wounded two of the man’s
friends. Some called for the ouster
of the city’s police commissioner.
At a vigil and rally the day after
23-year-old Sean Bell was supposed
to have married the mother of his
two young children, a crowd led by
the Rev. Al Sharpton shouted “No
justice, no peace.”
At one point, the crowd of a
few hundred counted off to 50, the
number of rounds fired.
“We cannot allow this to continue to happen,” Sharpton said at the
gathering outside Mary Immaculate
Hospital, where one of the wounded men was in critical condition.

“We’ve got to understand that all of
us were in that car.”
Some in the crowd called for
the ouster of Police Commissioner
Raymond Kelly, yelling “Kelly must
go.”
The police officers’ group 100
Blacks in Law Enforcement Who
Care said it was issuing a vote of
no confidence in Kelly over the
shooting.
Paul Browne, chief spokesman
for the NYPD, said Sunday: “We
are continuing to look for additional witnesses to shed light on the
incident, and assisting the district
attorney’s office with its investigation.”
The five offers were placed on
paid administrative leave pending
the investigation, Browne said.
Community leaders planned a
rally Dec. 6 at police headquarters.
The shootings occurred at about
4 a.m. Saturday outside the Kalua
Cabaret, a strip club where Bell’s
bachelor party was held. The survivors were Joseph Guzman, 31,
who was shot at least 11 times, and

Trent Benefield, 23, who was hit
three times. Guzman was in critical condition Sunday and Benefield
was stable.
Relatives of all three men —
many of them stoic, and some crying — attended Sunday’s vigil but
none spoke publicly.
At a news conference Saturday,
Kelly said the department was still
piecing together what happened,
and that it was too early to say
whether the shooting was justified.
The car, driven by Bell, was
struck by 21 of the police bullets
after the vehicle rammed an undercover officer and hit an unmarked
NYPD minivan. Other shots hit
nearby homes and shattered windows at a train station, though no
one else was injured.
Police thought one of the men
in the car might have had a gun but
investigators found no weapons. It
was unclear what prompted police
to open fire, Kelly said.
It was also not clear whether the
shooters had identified themselves
as police, Kelly said.

BAG H DA D, Iraq — Sunni,
Shiite and Kurdish leaders called on
Sunday for an end to Iraq’s sectarian conflict and vowed to track down
those responsible for the war’s deadliest
attack.
But as they went on national television to try to keep Iraq from sliding into
an all-out civil war, fighting between
Iraqi security forces and Sunni Arab
insurgents raged for a second day in
Baqouba, the capital of Diyala province
north of Baghdad.
By the end of the day, the province’s
latest casualty figures were a microcosm
of the brutality in Iraq: 17 insurgents
killed, 15 detained, 20 civilians kidnapped, three bodies found, one U.S.
Marine killed and two wounded. The
mayor of a municipality also narrowly
escaped an assassination attempt that
killed one of his guards and wounded
three.
During Saturday’s fighting in
Baqouba, police killed at least 36 insurgents and wounded dozens after scores
of militants armed with assault rifles
and rocket-propelled grenades attacked
government buildings in the city center,
police said. The fighting raged for hours
in the city, about 35 miles northeast of
Baghdad.
On Saturday, officials including
Defense Minister Abdul-Qader alObaidi and Gen. George Casey, the
top U.S. commander in Iraq, met and
decided to fire Diyala’s police commander, saying he was unable to stop
infiltration of the force by Sunni insur-

“The crisis is political, and

it is the politicians who
must try to prevent more
violence and bloodletting.
— Nouri al-Maliki
Shiite Prime Minister

gents, two Iraqi officials said on condition of anonymity as is often the case in
areas subjected to widespread fighting
and revenge killings.
One of the main challenges for U.S.
and British forces in recruiting and
training Iraqi military and police forces
is that they are often infiltrated by insurgents who kill and kidnap in disguise.
“We promise the great martyrs that
we will chase the killers and criminals,
the terrorists, Saddamists and Takfiri
(Sunni extremists) for viciously trying
to divide you,” Shiite Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki, Sunni Parliament
speaker Mahmoud al-Mashhadani and
Kurdish President Jalal Talabani said in
their joint statement on state-run TV.
In addressing “the great martyrs,”
they were referring to the 215 people
who died when suspected Sunni insurgents attacked Sadr City, the capital’s
main Shiite district, on Thursday.
Al-Maliki also urged his national
unity government of Sunnis, Shiites and
Kurds to end their public disputes and
curb sectarian violence.
“The crisis is political, and it is the
politicians who must try to prevent
more violence and bloodletting. The
terrorist acts are a reflection of the lack
of political accord,” al-Maliki said.

WIRE REPORTS

ENGLAND

British police probe death of former Russian spy

LO N D O N — A British Cabinet minister accused Russian President Vladimir
Putin of “attacks on individual liberty and on democracy” and said Sunday that
relations with Moscow were strained after a former KGB agent was poisoned to
death in London.
Peter Hain, the government’s Northern Ireland Secretary, said Putin’s tenure
had been clouded by incidents “including an extremely murky murder of the senior
Russian journalist” Anna Politkovskaya.
They were the strongest comments leveled at Moscow since Alexander
Litvinenko died Thursday from poisoning by the radioactive element polonium210. In a dramatic statement dictated from his hospital bed and read outside the
hospital after his death, the Kremlin critic accused the “barbaric and ruthless”
Putin of ordering his poisoning.“His success in binding what is a disintegrating
nation together with an economy that was collapsing into Mafioso-style chaos, his
success in that must be balanced against the fact there have been huge attacks on
individual liberty and on democracy,” Hain said of Putin. “And it’s important that
he retakes the democratic road in my view,” he told British Broadcasting Corp. He
agreed when asked if relations with Moscow were at a “tricky stage.”

TURKEY

Thousands denounce upcoming papal visit

I S TA N B U L , Turkey — Tens of thousands of protesters denounced Pope
Benedict XVI as an enemy of Islam at a rally Sunday that underlined deep divisions
straining Turkey ahead of the pontiff’s visit this week.
Officials hoping to promote closer ties with the West urged calm, but Islamic
groups wary of Western ways are united in anger over a speech Benedict gave two
months ago in which he quoted a medieval text that linked Islam to violence.
Chants of “No to the pope!” rose among nearly 25,000 demonstrators at every
mention of his remarks on violence and the Prophet Muhammad. Many protesters
wore headbands with anti-pope slogans and waved placards that included a
depiction of Benedict as the grim reaper.

LIFESTYLE

Researchers seek routes to happier life

N E W YO R K — As a motivational speaker and executive coach, Caroline Adams
Miller knows a few things about using mental exercises to achieve goals. But last year,
one exercise she was asked to try took her by surprise.
Every night, she was to think of three good things that happened that day and
analyze why they occurred. That was supposed to increase her overall happiness.
“I thought it was too simple to be effective,” said Miller, 44, of Bethesda, Md. “I went
to Harvard. I’m used to things being complicated.”
Miller was assigned the task as homework in a master’s degree program. But as a
chronic worrier, she knew she could use the kind of boost the exercise was supposed to
deliver.
She got it.
“The quality of my dreams has changed, I never have trouble falling asleep, and I do
feel happier,” she said.
Results may vary, as they say in the weight-loss ads. But that exercise is one of several
that have shown preliminary promise in recent research into how people can make
themselves happier — not just for a day or two, but long-term. It’s part of a larger body
of work that challenges a long-standing skepticism about whether that’s even possible.
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Chicago protester’s fiery
suicide provokes more
questions than answers
Ashley M. Heher
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO — Malachi Ritscher
envisioned his death as one full of
purpose.
He carefully planned the details,
mailed a copy of his apartment key
to a friend, created to-do lists for
his family. On his Web site, the 52year-old experimental musician who’d
fought with depression even penned
his obituary.
At 6:30 a.m. on Nov. 3 — four
days before an election caused a seismic shift in Washington politics —
Ritscher, a frequent anti-war protester,
stood by an off-ramp in downtown
Chicago near a statue of a giant flame,
set up a video camera, doused himself
with gasoline and lit himself on fire.
Aglow for the crush of morning commuters, his flaming body was
supposed to be a call to the nation,
a symbol of his rage and discontent
with the U.S. war in Iraq.
“Here is the statement I want
to make: if I am required to pay for
your barbaric war, I choose not to
live in your world. I refuse to finance
the mass murder of innocent civilians, who did nothing to threaten
our country,” he wrote in his suicide
note. “. . . If one death can atone for
anything, in any small way, to say to
the world: I apologize for what we
have done to you, I am ashamed for
the mayhem and turmoil caused by
my country.”
There was only one problem: No
one was listening.
It took five days for the Cook
County medical examiner to identify the charred-beyond-recognition
corpse. Meanwhile, Ritscher’s suicide
went largely unnoticed. It wasn’t until
a reporter for an alternative weekly,
the Chicago Reader, pieced the facts
together that word began to spread.
Soon, tributes — and questions
— poured into the paper’s blogs.
Was this a man consumed by mental illness? Or was Ritscher a martyr
driven by rage over what he saw as
an unjust war? Was he a convenient
symbol for an anti-war movement or

was there more to his message?
“This man killed himself in such
a painful way, specifically to get
our attention on these things,” said
Jennifer Diaz, a 28-year-old graduate
student who never met him but has
been researching his life. Now, she is
organizing protests and vigils in his
name. “I’m not going to sit by and I
can’t sit by and let this go unheard.”
Mental health experts say virtually no suicides occur without some
kind of a diagnosable mental illness. But Ritscher’s family disagrees
about whether he had severe mental
problems.
In a statement, Ritscher’s parents
and siblings called him an intellectually gifted man who suffered from
bouts of depression. They stopped
short of saying he’d ever received a
clinical diagnosis of mental illness.
“He believed in his actions, however extreme they were,” his younger
brother, Paul Ritscher, wrote online.
“He believed they could help to open
eyes, ears and hearts and to show
everyone that a single man’s actions, by
taking such extreme personal responsibility, can perhaps affect change in
the world.”
His son, who shares the same
name as his father, said his father was
trying to cope with mental illness.
Suicide seemed to be the next step,
and the war was a way to give his
death meaning.
“He was different people at different instances and so, so erratic.
I loved him no doubt, but he was
a very lonely and tragic man,” said
Ritscher, 35, who is estranged from
the rest of the family. “The idea of
being a martyr I’m sure was attractive. He could literally go out in a
blaze of glory.”
Born in Dickinson, N.D., with the
name Mark David, Ritscher dropped
out of high school, married at 17 and
divorced 10 years later. Eventually,
he would change his name to match
his son’s and, coincidentally, a worldfamous prophet. At the end, he
worked in building maintenance and
was a fixture in Chicago’s experimental music scene.

D ION N ISSENBAUM ~ MCT

A makeshift memorial to slain Lebanese cabinet minister Pierre Gemayel sits in the middle of a
Beirut street near the crime scene where the car he was driving came under attack on Tuesday.

Honolulu police officer injured
during President Bush’s visit dies
Tara Godvin
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HONOLULU — A motorcycle officer injured last week while
escorting President Bush in the islands
died Sunday, police said.
Steve Favela, 30, and two other
officers crashed their cycles as the
presidential motorcade was traveling
across Hickam Air Force Base to meet
troops for breakfast early Tuesday. The
other officers were treated at The
Queen’s Medical Center and released.
Favela, an eight-year veteran of
the Honolulu Police Department and
father of four, had suffered internal
injuries and Chad been in critical condition at the medical center.
Bush said in a statement that he

and the first lady were “deeply saddened” by the death, and sent their
condolences.
“Officer Favela risked his life every
day to protect the people of his community,” Bush said in the statement.
“In this time of great sadness, we give
thanks for his life of service.”
Police Capt. Frank Fujii said police
officers across the state would place
black bands across their badges in
honor of Favela.
“When I received the phone call
that Steve had passed away, quite
frankly my heart just sank to the guts
of my stomach,” Fujii said.
Light rain had been falling on the
partly cloudy morning of the crash,
and some roads on the base were
slick.

Members of the White House
medical team — including an ambulance — were cut loose from the
motorcade to help. Local ambulance
and fire units also responded.
Bush had spent the night on the
base on his way back from a trip to
Indonesia and Vietnam.
In a separate incident, a fourth
solo motorcycle officer crashed and
injured his wrist when attempting
a U-turn on loose gravel while
escorting the president on Monday
night. He was also treated and
released.
Also during the president’s 16hour stopover, a White House staff
member was hospitalized early
Tuesday after being mugged by three
assailants near Waikiki Beach.
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THEIR WORD

GUEST COLUMN

Bait-and-switch
tactics must end
DALLAS MORNING NEWS

I

t’s the height of hypocrisy that Sudan President
Omar al-Bashir continues to deal so disingenuously
on Darfur and get away with it.
Al-Bashir, presiding over the worst genocide since
Rwanda, knows that the existing 7,000-troop African
Union force is too small to
stop the carnage. He also
knows that the African Union
is looking for a way out and
will take it when its mandate
expires at year’s end — unless
U.N. peacekeepers bolster the
force.
The world must come to
grips with the fact that alBashir is not seeking a solution but an unfettered path
to perpetuate violence and
suffering. That’s the reason
his Khartoum government last
week supported, then repudiated, a combined U.N.-African Union peacekeeping
force.
Darfur is a gruesome humanitarian crisis roiling
into neighboring countries. For instance, Chad recently
announced plans to send troops to help the Central
African Republic confront Sudanese rebels. But Chad
alone can’t stop the slaughter.
In three years, more than 400,000 people have died,
and more than 2 million civilian refugees huddle in
camps in Sudan and Chad. Innocents die of thirst and
famine. Women are raped and savaged. Genocidal
militias continue to deliver a litany of unspeakable horrors with impunity.
Sudan’s bait-and-switch tactics must end. A U.N.
force of about 20,000 troops, in addition to the African
Union units already in Darfur, would be large enough
to make a difference. It could stop the genocide and
lessen the famine. It could call the Khartoum government and the militias to account.
Khartoum knows all that and so continues to feign
cooperation and buy time. After all, if Sudan wanted
the violence to end, it would be taking action against
the militias and halting its own military brutality.
The world so desperately wanted to hail the initial
agreement last week as progress that U.N. SecretaryGeneral Kofi Annan has played down the flip-flop as a
minor disagreement.
New chorus, same song. And Sudan plays the world
like a banjo.

The world must
come to grips with
the fact that alBashir is not seeking
a solution but an
unfettered path to
perpetuate violence
and suffering.

GUEST COLUMN

O.J. did it ... and he’s doing it again
Derrick K. Baker
N’DIGO

Fox Television Network executives have been bullied and intimidated by the American public. Now, the
shameless, ratings-happy network won’t go through
with its announced plans to air a provocative interview
with O.J. Simpson.
O.J. was scheduled to discuss how he would’ve killed
his ex-wife and her friend, “if I did it,” during Nov. 27
and 29 broadcasts.
At the exact moment the controversial and racially
divisive interviews were to hit the airwaves, the former
football star and B movie actor would’ve figuratively
killed what little chance he might have had to continue
living a relatively burden-free existence for the rest of
his life.
Now, however, even on the heels of the now-canceled broadcasts and DOA book, some zealot who
believes he’s representing America still might try to kill
O.J. in the name of justice — poetic and vigilante.
Going on television to tell how you would’ve killed
the mother of your two children and her friend is not
an ideal way of deflecting the overwhelming suspicion
about your guilt, O.J., or gaining believers of your
alleged innocence.
Apparently, despite the numerous film clips highlighting your shifty football moves, you were not agile
enough to avoid just enough vicious shots to the head;
blows that obviously have warped your sense of common sense and haven’t re-calibrated the nerves that fuel
your megalomania.
Like millions of people of all races and persuasions
worldwide, I’ve always ardently believed in O.J.’s guilt
— race notwithstanding. As I’ve repeatedly written and
passionately argued, it’s my belief that in 1994 he had
the motive and opportunity and that he did it — brutally killed two people in cold blood.
For example, on July 13, 1995, I penned a column
simply titled “O.J. Did It.”
In it I wrote: “In June 1994, former Buffalo Bills
record-setting running back and ex-rental car pitchman
Orenthal James Simpson murdered his former wife and
Goldman in a jealous, maniacal rage that would shame
Leather Face, star of the cult film ‘The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre.’ Why would I go out on what many folks
(black and white) would call a tenuous limb and make
an uninformed prognostication? How can I draw such
a conclusion when I don’t even watch the interminable
court proceedings on the idiot box? How do I know O.J.
is the killer when I can’t even correctly predict Michael
Jordan’s return to the hardcourt?

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois
University Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news,
information, commentary and public discourse, while helping readers
understand the issues affecting their lives.

“I don’t know, of course. But neither does anyone
else, except O.J. and God.
“Yes sir, O.J. did it, but when he’s declared not guilty
or the trial ends in a mistrial, he should become Johnnie
Cochran’s indentured servant. And study law. You never
know when deceit and sleight-of-hand might come in
handy — again.”
Much to his benefit and pending freedom back then,
O.J. could afford the legal genius of a stellar defense
team, lead by one of my few idols, the late Johnnie
Cochran, who I later had the pleasure (and that it was)
of interviewing for a personality profile.
As a matter of fact, during one of those interviews,
Cochran politely excused himself and calmly took a call
from O.J. I sat there, ears twitching and on fire, willing
to sacrifice my first born for a chance to eavesdrop or
talk directly to the Hall of Fame player-killer.
The cultural flashpoint that was the “Trial of
the Century” defined and redefined race relations in
America. In a similar context, there have been literally thousands of blacks and Hispanics who have been
unjustly framed, tried, convicted and incarcerated for
crimes they didn’t commit or in which the minority
defendant played a lesser role that warranted greater
consideration.
That fact, however, does not negate the fact that
O.J. is guilty as sin. And it’s a sin that he was dumb and
flummoxed enough to go on TV and speculate about
the murder of the two people he murdered.
His accomplices in this mess? The hypocritical
and convoluted American judicial system, Americans’
twisted appetite for the macabre, and a news media that
is insatiable in its quest for ratings, profits and attention.
To wit, Fox planned to air the interview near end of the
crucial sweeps month.
In American media, nothing says “ratings winner”
and “increased advertising rates” like giving a public
platform to a speculative murder.
All of these offenders unwittingly coalesced and
killed the American spirit of decency and self-respect.
However, like the lure of staring at a train wreck, most
Americans likely were prepared to read, watch or talk
about O.J.’s interview and book.
Somewhere Johnnie Cochran is spinning at warp
speed in his grave, itching for the chance to have
another sit-down with his most famous — and murderous — client, one who we have simultaneously enabled
and vilified.
More than a decade ago, O.J. killed two people. In
fall 2006, he killed our sense of decency. Again.
Derrick K. Baker is a columnist for N’Digo, a Chicago
“magapaper for the urbane.”

WORDS OVERHEARD

“ It’s a convenient attention-getter because it’s fighting for campus issues. ”
Matthew Picchietti
USG senator and founder of Fight Club
in reference to the club’s name.
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Family first, then grades
GRANT YANNEY
gyanney@
gmail.com

From an
educational
standpoint, time
with the family is
just as important
as which university
you attend.
I’m sure the turkey was excellent. So were the dressing, macaroni and cheese and candied yams.
Let me not fail to mention the
consumption of Cornish hens,
cornbread, collard greens and the
thousands of freshly baked pies
your mothers labored over and
engineered in their own version of
Hell’s Kitchen, all to put a smile
on your face.
The holiday season has always
been a time of great retrospection. These memories take you
back to the good old days — the
days when your aunt gave you a
humongous hug and kiss for no
apparent reason when you were
a baby. It was all about the love.
Remember?
In returning home for the
holiday hiatus, you revisit those
same hugs and kisses but as a
twentysomething college student.
I know you weren’t surprised. In
your eyes you might have thought
you were grown, but in the eyes
of all the loving family members
who helped raise you, you’re still
an infant. As rough as it may be
to converse with your 80-year-old
grandpa for two hours, you do
it. Don’t forget what he told you,
either. There was a time when
your grandpa was your age, and he
did the same things — he listened

and learned.
From an educational standpoint, time with the family is just
as important as which university
you attend. The practical knowledge you pick up in school today
is just how it sounds — practical,
as in knowledge you are going to
practice in your chosen vocation
for the rest of your life. Family
has done much more for me.
They have put me on to a lot of
different things that have helped
shape my life overall. We should
all give thanks to those loved ones
who provided time to mold us
into great individuals. You begin
to understand this family time
is something to cherish, more so
than the club-hopping and other
late nights spent during your
break, although you get that in,
too!
Hopefully the break didn’t
sidetrack any of you. College
is a race, and you just had one
full week to catch your breath.
Refreshment is not assured
though. A lot of multitasking
was exhibited during this break,
splitting time between paying
attention to bills and your class
syllabus. If that was the case, then
congratulations on handling your
business and having fun at the
same time.
Now is the time to head back
into the race full speed. This is
the time when you run just how
the poet Mr. Rudyard Kipling
told you to — “fill the unforgiving
minute, with sixty seconds’ worth
of distance run.”
With less than three weeks
remaining in the semester, it is
officially that time, time to buckle
down and change that B you’ve
been averaging this whole semester into an A. This is the time
when champions are born. Don’t
settle for a bronze medal, go for
gold! It sure would make for a
great Christmas present, don’t you
think?
Yanney is a senior studying
journalism.
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N-word incidents never-ending
LENIE ADOLPHSON
lenieadolphson@
yahoo.com

A week ago, Michael Richards,
aka Kramer of “Seinfeld” fame, went
into a rage at a Los Angeles comedy
club when two African Americans
allegedly heckled him, telling him
that he was not funny. Richards
stopped his act and went into a
cascading rant of racial insults. The
N-word flowed enough to gratify a
Klansman’s soul. Richards concluded
his rant with an excursion down
memory lane, reminding the audience that 50 years ago he could have
turned the chatty blacks upside down
and stuck a fork in them. Later, after
what many believe was pressure from
Jerry Seinfeld, Richards apologized
on the David Letterman show.
Normally, a racial incident among
the rich and famous, accompanied by
the N-word, generates heated conversations. Everyone recalls that
the O.J. Simpson trial careened off
course when F. Lee Bailey grilled the
infamous finder of the bloody glove,
Mark Furman, about the N-word.
Later, audiotapes revealed Fuhrman
had said the N-word thousands of
times.
Nevertheless, many black rappers
shout the N-word to the heavens
in their rap lyrics. Without a doubt,
the word is a staple in most rap
songs. Furthermore, Chris Rock, in
a highly touted stand-up act stated
that he “hated n****** but loved black
people.” Millions of blacks roared
with laughter and lauded Rock for
his insightfulness.
While black folks clearly make
the distinction between the two
versions of the word, it is also apparent that for whites who regularly
use the N-word, the two terms are
interchangeable. Critics argued
that Chris Rock’s performance gave
whites a license to use the word
incessantly.
Nonetheless, a key question
that has emerged centers on what
many believe is a double standard.

Specifically, why it is morally wrong
for whites to say the N-word, but
it is perfectly acceptable for black
people to use it on a daily basis?
Black analysts have argued that
historically the word was a term
meant to debase and demean African
Americans, but now, blacks have
reclaimed the word, transformed
it, and have claimed ownership.
Theoretically, it is a term that is permissible for use within the group, but
outsiders cannot use the word (even
though outsiders do).
I would argue that there are
two main issues at play in terms of
the usage of the N-word. First, the
meaning of the N-word within the
black and white communities is radically different. In short, when black
people say n***a and white people
say n***er, they have two entirely different connotations. Various people
use the two words on a daily basis,
albeit with different motives. There
is “my n***a” in referring to a close
friend. There is “n***a please,” used
when someone is telling you an obvious fabrication. There has also been
Niggaz With Attitude, the rap group
better known as NWA.
Then, there is n***er, which is
probably the last word James Byrd
heard while being drug by a pickup
truck in Jasper, Texas.
Moreover, when Michael
Richards referred to the two AfricanAmerican hecklers, he was not planning on dining with them at Roscoe’s
Chicken and Waffle House after the
show. Last year, I received an anonymous e-mail from a cowardly reader
who said I was nothing but a n*****
and that I would always be one. I
knew I was not his or her “n***a.”
It is clear that the furor surrounding the N-word will not end,
and the controversies about it will
rage. However, as I sat at my keyboard and I contemplated the Nword debate and the pain the word
causes, I concluded that it’s an ugly
insult, no matter how one slices it.
Adolphson has a master’s degree
in history and is working on a women’s
studies certificate.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Commercials not a cure-all
DEAR EDITOR:
I agree with our temporary chancellor:
“Marketing begins at home.” The university needs
to assume responsibility for any drop in enrollment
in a context of other schools having significant
gains, if this is in fact the case. However, I don’t
believe that $500,000 in television commercials
will do the trick. For less money, SIU could
develop and implement a navigable, aesthetically
pleasing (not to mention coherent) and thoroughly
modern Web site. I don’t have statistics to back
up my claims, but experience tells me that far
more prospective undergraduates do their college
searching online as opposed to between episodes
of whatever low-rent airtime the commercials will
inevitably occupy.
Our current site is dated, disorganized and
features a significant amount of links that lead

to missing pages. The New York Times recently
ran an article, “How to make your Web site sing
for you,” on the importance of good online representation. I suggest that SIU administrators
take a look or perhaps talk to the editors of the
DAILY EGYPTIAN, who recently (with some help)
revamped their own Web site to great effect.
You could make our “number 1 goal in this
university” academic quality rather than just
numbers. Or reach out to alienated faculty, do
something about grade inflation, plagiarism, a
systemic culture of academic apathy and woefully
under-funded programs. You know, the whole
“quality, not quantity” thing? Though enrollment
would suffer an initial drop, which would rebound
as word of the changes caught on, I think much
could be gained by raising our standards. SIU

has so much to offer undergrads that lies hidden
behind a reputation of mediocrity. Find the source
of that reputation and address that. (I’d wager that
it’s not coming from the public perception of our
in-house political dramas.) If you build, they will
come.
Or just keep doing what Wendler did, and
realize that “this institution must be run like a
business” (cf. Prescott Paulin) and act accordingly.
Least amount expended in pursuit of unrealistic
claims, veiled behind buzzwords and jingles that
appeal to alumni. Seemed to work out okay for
him, right?

Bryan Darger
junior from Crystal Lake studying philosophy
and psychology

Support Smoke-Free Carbondale
DEAR EDITOR:
On Nov. 21, the City Council addressed
the issue of a Smoke-Free Carbondale, and the
measure failed at a vote of 3-3, with one member
abstaining. While there was some representation
of SIU students, they were given very little time
to express their opinions. Student representation

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.

would likely have been better had the meeting not
been scheduled during the week of Thanksgiving.
It is important for students who care about this
issue to let their feelings be known by contacting
the City Council members directly.
It is not too late to get involved. Support

Smoke-Free Carbondale. Visit www.smokefreecarbondale.org to learn more about the coalition
efforts.
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Retailers have a
good start to the
holiday season
Anne D’innocenzio
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

N E W YO R K — Retailers
got what they wanted over the
Thanksgiving weekend — a strong
start to the 2006 holiday shopping
season as consumers crowded stores in
search of huge discounts on flat-screen
TVs and other hot merchandise.
Stores and malls that opened as
early as midnight on Friday drew
a bigger-than-expected turnout, and
robust sales for the first day of the
season offset slower business as the
weekend wore on, according to early
reports.
The biggest winners appeared to
be electronics chains such as Best Buy
Co. Inc. and popular-priced department stores including J.C. Penney
Co., which pulled in shoppers with
good deals. Yet Wal-Mart Stores Inc.,
which promised the most aggressive
discounting ever, was an exception,
announcing Saturday that same-store
sales for November will be slightly
below its already lackluster forecast.
Wal-Mart has struggled for months
to appeal to both higher-income
shoppers and low-price fans.
The question for the retail industry
overall is whether the bargain hunters
who raided stores for early-bird specials over the weekend will have the
same zeal as they shop between now
and the end of the season, when the
discounts may not be as steep.
“The hysteria has come down a
bit, but it was a great start,” said Bill
Martin, co-founder of ShopperTrak
RCT Corp., which tracks total sales
at more than 45,000 mall-based retail
outlets. But he said the true measure
of the season is whether “retailers can
sustain the loyalty and excitement”
until the end.
Shoppers were clearly looking for
as big a discount as possible.
“I started Friday morning at 5
a.m.,” said Kim Neuharth, shopping
at the Jordan Creek Town Center in
West Des Moines, Iowa. “At Kohl’s
and Target, we got good deals. I
bought my stepdaughter a dress for
the prom for like 50 bucks. It was
originally something like $100 at
Younkers. It was on sale, and I had a
coupon for 20 percent off.”
Martin expects that total retail
sales for the first weekend of the
season will be higher than last year,
boosted by Friday’s better-thanexpected business. Total sales rose
6 percent to $8.96 billion that day,
compared to a year earlier, according to ShopperTrak. The company
planned to report Saturday’s results
on Monday.
Retailers’ strong performance was
a direct result of their aggressive discounting and promotions, designed
to get consumers to start shopping
early. More stores and malls opened
at midnight Friday, and Toys “R” Us
Inc. and Sears Holdings Corp.’s Sears
stores opened at 5 a.m., an hour earlier
than in the past.
Jerry Storch, CEO and chairman
of Toys “R” Us, said he was pleased
with results for the weekend, noting that sales were strong across
the board. In addition to Mattel
Inc.’s Fisher-Price’s T.M.X. Elmo,
hot toys include Fisher-Price’s Kids
Tough Digital Camera, and some
of the toy retailer’s exclusives like

“I started Friday morning
at 5 a.m. At Kohl’s and
Target, we got good deals.
I bought my stepdaughter
a dress for the prom
for like 50 bucks. It was
originally something
like $100 at Younkers. It
was on sale, and I had a
coupon for 20 percent off.
— Kim Neuarth
holiday shopper

VTech Holdings Ltd.’s pink Nitro
Notebook, a laptop computer.
Gail Lavielle, spokeswoman at
Sears Holdings, which also owns
Kmart stores, said Sunday the
stores were busy through Friday and
Saturday. At Sears, flat-screen TVs,
digital cameras and Craftsman tools
were the hot items. At Kmart, holiday
decor including Christmas trees, jewelry and toys were the most popular.
Retailers were optimistic but also
a little uneasy going into the season,
concerned that economic factors like
the slowing housing market might
make shoppers more conservative.
And many shoppers interviewed during the weekend said they were trying
to be budget-conscious.
Marisue Sievert, at the Jordan
Creek Town Center in West Des
Moines, said she already spent $100
in one day, and will probably spend a
total of $500 on gifts.
“We’re cheap. We budget. We
know what we have to get, so we
save for it till the end of the year,”
she said.
Karen Garcia, who was shopping
on Friday in the Buffalo, N.Y., suburb
of Orchard Park, said she planned to
spend less this year.
“We’re just downsizing because
it’s getting a little out of hand. You
just pick and choose what you want
instead of going out and you have to
have everything,” Garcia said.
Still, the discounts accomplished
what they were supposed to do for
many retailers — get consumers
spending early. Penney said in a statement Saturday that the holiday shopping season was “off to a good start.”
Karen MacDonald, spokeswoman at Taubman Centers Inc., which
operates or owns 23 malls in 11
states, on Sunday reported “two
solid days of post-Thanksgiving
business.” According to a sampling
of half of Taubman’s malls, business was up in the low to midsingle digits so far this weekend,
she said. The most popular items
were consumer electronics, cosmetics and toys; the weakest category
was home furnishings.
But Wal-Mart had a slow start
despite come-ons that included special offers on flat-screen TVs. The
discounter said it expects to report a
same-store sales decline of 0.1 percent
in November, slightly below its projections for flat sales for the month.
The results puzzled analysts as WalMart has stepped up its discounting throughout the month, including
offering certain generic drugs for as
low as $4 per prescription.
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Paul Farrel, middle right, a senior studying cinema and photography, rehearses a scene with
Phil Cathoir, left, Kyle Wilson, middle left, and Shannon Lowry, right. The film is Farrel’s senior thesis
project.

No easy answers on impact
of raising minimum wage
Christopher Wills
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SPRINGFIELD, — Raising
Illinois’ minimum wage by $1 would
put a little more money in the pockets of hardworking people just scraping by as they help support families.
Children would get healthier breakfasts. Workers would be able to ride
the bus instead of walking.
At least, that’s the picture painted
by supporters of the increase.
Opponents offer a different view:
The increase would mostly benefit teenagers and other workers who
don’t rely on their minimum-wage
jobs to feed relatives or pay the rent.
Meanwhile, those who truly need their
jobs might be laid off as businesses cut
back to pay the higher wages.
There are no simple answers for
Illinois lawmakers pondering legislation that would raise the minimum
wage to $7.50 an hour, up from $6.50,
and allow it to rise automatically each
year to keep pace with inflation.
Although the federal minimum
remains far lower, at $5.15, businesses
operating in Illinois would have to pay
the higher amount. Someone working 40 hours a week at the higher
minimum would earn $15,600 a year
instead of $13,520.
As legislation to increase the minimum wage awaits action in the House
— it was approved by the state Senate

already — both sides point to studies
supporting their position and offer
anecdotes to drive home an increase’s
real-world impact.
Proponents point to people like
Muriel Jones of Chicago, who
works 50 hours a week caring for
people with cancer, Alzheimer’s,
arthritis and other illnesses. She
bathes them, cleans their homes,
helps with their medications.
She already makes $7.55 an hour,
but hopes increasing the minimum
would have a ripple effect that bumps
up her pay, too — maybe by 10 cents.
“It’s not much, but it’s better than
nothing,” said Jones, who described
raising two children on low-wage jobs,
choosing between eating lunch and
buying a bus ticket, praying she didn’t
get sick.
The state has no official statistics
on how many people earn minimum
wage in Illinois. Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s
administration cites estimates from
increase proponents, who say 308,000
Illinoisans make between $6.50 and
$7.50 an hour.
They estimate an additional
339,000 people making a little
more than $7.50 probably would
get raises, too.
But experts disagree on who these
people are.
The pro-increase Economic
Policy Institute says 81 percent are
20 or older, more than half work full

time and one-fifth are parents — in
other words, not just teenagers earning a little pocket money.
Opponents present the opposite
message. One group that looked at the
possibility of raising the federal minimum wage to $7.25 said it found that
those who would benefit have an average family income of $55,735 a year.
Fewer than one in five minimumwage employees are the sole breadwinners for their family, according to
the Employment Policies Institute.
Opponents also argue that raising
the minimum wage forces businesses
to cut jobs and ends up hurting the
poorest workers and weakening the
economy in general.
Illinois has raised the minimum
wage before. In January 2004, it
jumped from the federal level to a new
state minimum of $5.50. A year later,
it rose to $6.50.
If those increases hampered the
economy, the impact is not obvious
from looking at federal employment
statistics.
Since December 2003, the number of people working in Illinois has
grown by 6.4 percent. The unemployment rate dropped from 6.6 percent to 4.1 percent.
That’s a significantly better record
than the Midwest as a whole, which
saw employment grow by 3.6 percent.
The Midwest unemployment rate fell
from 5.8 percent to 4.8 percent.
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Democrats to take on
investigations that could
bring out partisan divide
Kevin Freking
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N GT O N — The
incoming chairman of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee is
promising an array of oversight investigations that could provoke sharp disagreement with Republicans and the
White House.
Rep. John Dingell, D-Mich.,
pledged that Democrats, swept to
power in the Nov. 7 elections, would
govern “in the middle” next year. But
the veteran lawmaker has a reputation
as one who has never avoided a fight,
and he did not back away from that
reputation on Sunday.
Meanwhile, the incoming chairman
of the tax-writing House Ways and
Means Committee said his committee
would not take on contentious issues,
such as extending expiring tax cuts
or overhauling Social Security, at the
beginning of the year. Rep. Charles
Rangel, D-N.Y., said Democrats do
not want a fight with President Bush
and want to prove they can govern.
“The first thing we’re going to do
is try to work together on things we
know we can accomplish,” Rangel
said. “Rather than have the committee
against the president, it’s not going to

Potential investigations:
• The new Medicare drug beneﬁt.
“There are lots and lots and lots of
scandals,” Dingell said, without citing
speciﬁcs.
• Spending on government contractors
in Iraq, including Halliburton Co., the
Texas-based oil services conglomerate
once led by Vice President Dick
Cheney.
• An energy task force overseen by
Cheney. It “was carefully cooked to
provide only participation by oil
companies and energy companies,”
Dingell said.
• A review of food and drug safety,
particularly in the area of nutritional
supplements.

happen,” Rangel said.
Rep. Barney Frank, set to lead the
House Financial Services Committee,
said issues such as raising the minimum
wage will be popular, even though the
idea has been identified with liberals.
“In my own committee, the biggest
difference you’re going to see is we’re
going to return to try to help deal with
the housing crisis that blights so many
parts of our country socially and economically,” said Frank, D-Mass.
Frank, who in 1987 became the
first member of Congress to voluntarily
make his homosexuality public, also
said he wants to modify the military’s
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy. The current
policy prohibits officials from inquiring
about the sex lives of service members
and requires discharges of those who
openly acknowledge being gay.
“One of things I do want to address,
yes, is discrimination based on sexual
orientation,” Frank said.
“In fact, what we have is a shortfall
in the military. I think when you have
people being fired who can read Arabic
and understand Arabic, because of what
they do when they’re off duty, that that’s
a grave error. But that’s not what we’re
going to begin with.”
A report in 2005 by the investigative
arm of Congress estimated it cost the
Pentagon nearly $200 million to recruit
and train replacements for the nearly
9,500 troops that had to leave the military because of the policy. The losses
included hundreds of highly skilled
troops, including translators, between
1994 through 2003.
Mississippi Sen. Trent Lott, who
will become the Senate’s second-ranking GOP leader, said Republicans still
have enough clout to block legislation
“if it’s really bad, not in the country’s
best interest.” But he also said he wanted to find areas where the two sides can
compromise.
“The people, I think, sent us a
message. I think we’ve got it,” Lott
said. “We’re going to be working hard
together.”
The lawmakers appeared on “Fox
News Sunday.”

Michael Richards says
he is ‘shattered’ by
tirade at comedy club
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Comedian
Michael Richards said Sunday he did
not consider himself a racist and that
he was “shattered” by the comments
he made to two young black men during a tirade at a Los Angeles comedy
club.
Richards appeared on the Rev.
Jesse Jackson’s nationally syndicated
radio program, “Keep Hope Alive,” as
a part of a series of apologies for the
incident. He said he knew his comments hurt the black community and
hoped to meet with the two men.
He told Jackson that he had not
used the language before.
“That’s why I’m shattered by it.
The way this came through me was
like a freight train. After it was over,
when I went to look for them, they
had gone. And I’ve tried to meet
them, to talk to them, to get some
healing,” he said.
Richards, who played Jerry
Seinfeld’s wacky neighbor Kramer on
the TV sitcom “Seinfeld,” was performing at West Hollywood’s Laugh
Factory last week when he lashed
out at hecklers with a string of racial

obscenities and profane language. A
cell phone video camera captured
the outburst, and the incident later
appeared on TMZ.com.
Richards told Jackson the tirade
was fueled by anger, not bigotry. He
said he wanted to hurt those who had
hurt him.
“I was in a place of humiliation,”
he said.
Richards’ publicist, Howard
Rubenstein, said Saturday that
Richards has begun psychiatric counseling in Los Angeles to learn how to
manage his anger.
“He acknowledged that his statements were harmful and opened a
terrible racial wound in our nation,”
Rubenstein said. “He pledges never
ever to say anything like that again.
He’s quite remorseful.”
Jackson, who has called Richards’
words “hateful,” “sick,” and “deepseated,” said the comedian’s inclusion
on the show was a chance for a broader discussion about “cultural isolation”
in the entertainment industry.
Richards noted that the racial epithet he used is frequent in the entertainment industry and acknowledged
that it could have consequences.
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Michelle Croissier clears the grass in her front lawn to plant bulbs Sunday afternoon at her home on
West Walnut Street.
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Edwards, Obama gain
popularity amid tours
MIKE BAKER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

RALEIGH, N.C. — When introducing former vice presidential candidate John Edwards at a book signing
this week, a family friend mentioned
a bumper sticker she’d seen around
town: “Edwards-Obama.”
The giddy audience roared with
approval.
Both Edwards and Illinois Sen.
Barack Obama insist they have yet
to decide whether they are running
for president, but both are drawing
big crowds as they follow the modern
script of a White House candidate
and head out on nationwide book
tours. The self-promoting promenades give both an excuse to tour
early 2008 primary states — without
having to publicly commit to a campaign.
“Book tours have become a basic
staple of the presidential process,”
said Chris Lehane, a Democratic
strategist who has worked on several presidential campaigns. “At some
level, the success of these books is
a gauge and a measuring stick with
how popular these candidates are
with the public, as if it were a primary.”
Edwards, the former North

Carolina senator who unsuccessfully
sought the Democratic nomination
in 2004 before landing a spot on Sen.
John Kerry’s ticket, has worked for
the past two years to lay the groundwork for a second presidential bid.
This month, he’s on a 17-city tour
promoting a coffee-table collection of
mini-memoirs on childhood homes
entitled, “Home: The Blueprints of
Our Lives.”
Obama, meanwhile, released “The
Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on
Reclaiming the American Dream” in
October. In Chicago, readers waited
up to three hours in line at a book
signing. After saying since his 2004
election he would serve a full six-year
term in Congress, Obama acknowledged less than a week after the book
came out he was considering a run
for president.
Nancy Olson, a Raleigh bookstore owner who hosted Edwards
at a recent signing that drew several
hundred people, called the prospective tandem of Edwards and Obama
“a dream ticket” that would launch
Democrats back into the White
House in 2008.
“It’s the perfect idea,” Olson said.
“Obama has everything that John has
(except) the experience. And he will
gather that experience.”

Runway buffer in place
at Midway Airport
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO — A lightweight
concrete bed designed to prevent
planes from overshooting the runway is almost complete at Midway
International Airport, nearly a year
after a plane skidded into traffic,
killing a child, officials said.
The arrester bed of 1,764 water,
foam and cement blocks is the first
of four planned buffer zones at
Midway, according to the Chicago
Department of Aviation.
“The system at Midway is fully
functional and ready to catch an
airplane,” said Kent Thompson, an
executive at Engineering Arresting
Systems Corp., which makes the
systems. “But hopefully it won’t be
needed.”
On Dec. 8, 2005, Southwest
Airlines Flight 1248 landed in a
snowstorm, skidded off Runway 31C through an airport blast fence
and into traffic. The accident killed
6-year-old Joshua Woods of Leroy,
Ind., who was riding in a nearby
car.
The National Transportation
Safety Board said an arrester bed,
known as the Engineered Materials
Arresting System, would have kept
the Boeing 737-700 within airport
property.
In April, the city submitted to

“The system at Midway is
fully functional and ready
to catch an airplane.
— Kent Thompson
executive at Engineering Arresting Systems Corp

the Federal Aviation Administration
a $40 million proposal for the beds,
which are made up of lightweight
bricks that are designed to collapse
under the weight of an aircraft and
safely slow planes’ acceleration. The
FAA released a $15 million grant
in June.
Ten more rows of blocks will be
added to Runway 31-C’s buffer zone
in the spring after the FAA relocates
antennas at the end of the runway,
and three more beds will be finished
by next summer, according to the
Chicago Department of Aviation.
“Once the full installation of the
remaining three beds is in place next
year, Midway will have more (arrester systems) than any other airport in
the nations,” said Chicago Aviation
Commissioner Nuria Fernandez.
The FAA requires EMA systems to be able to stop airplanes
traveling at least 40 knots or less
(about 46 mph). Investigators found
Flight 1248 rolled off the runway at
50 knots.
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Luckily, the No. 10 Salukis (93) had the fight in them, because a
dismal first half called for it.
Even though the 9-3 No. 12
Skyhawks were making their firstever appearance in the Division
I-AA playoffs, they didn’t come
out gun-shy.
Within seven minutes, UTM
had already found the end zone
twice and shut down the Salukis’
offensive attack. The Skyhawks
looked like a team accustomed
to a playoff atmosphere, and
their freshman quarterback Greg
Preston didn’t seem affected by
the pressure.
The Saluki defense — led by
senior Patrick Jordan — awoke
in the second half to stop the
Skyhawks. It was SIU senior
Arkee Whitlock who eventually
put any Saluki concerns about the
offense to rest.
While Whitlock dominated the
trenches and put the Salukis on
his back — he finished with four
touchdowns and 207 yards — it
was Hill’s final pass that sealed
SIU’s tooth-and-nail victory.
The Salukis were in a bind after
UTM took a 30-28 lead on a 34yard field goal with 2 minutes, 44
seconds remaining in the game.
Facing a two-minute drill and
80 yards to cover, the Salukis didn’t
have the time to let Whitlock take
over. Instead, they had to entrust
their first-year signal caller who
had completed only three of seven
passes. To make it a more intimidating situation, Hill already had

thrown an interception, a pass that
Hill said he “probably shouldn’t
have even thrown.” The Skyhawks
took the interception in for a firstquarter touchdown and a 14-0
lead.
Whitlock said the early interception didn’t faze Hill, who ended
up completing four of his last five
passes during the Salukis’ winning
drive.
“Nick never loses his composure. He’s a guy who can make
mistakes, but he recuperates from
them,” Whitlock said. “He’s like
rubber — he bends but never
breaks.”
While it was a Hill-to-Turner
hookup that put SIU ahead for
good, it was Whitlock carrying the
load for the rest of the game.
For the second straight game
— and the third time this season
— Whitlock finished with four
touchdowns. He also racked up
207 rushing and 87 return yards.
And when SIU trailed 27-7 in
the second quarter, Whitlock single-handedly fueled SIU’s comeback. The All-American put on
an offensive clinic when he scored
21 unanswered points to give the
Salukis a 28-27 lead.
UTM head coach Jason
Simpson said his team had a game
plan to stop SIU’s workhorse running back, but it “obviously didn’t
work.”
“He’s as good as advertised,”
Simpson said. “There’s no question about it.”
Jordan Wilson can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
jordan_wilson@dailyegyptian.com.
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Hearings have not yet been scheduled for Reshaun Scott or Brandon
Gaines, said Derrick Reese Sr., father
of Reese Jr. and a former Chicagobased attorney who is assisting the
students during their appeals.
The law school dean, who was
appointed to review the students’
appeals, overturned Hart’s suspension on Nov. 17, he said.
The university charges against
the students included physical abuse,
violent behavior, disorderly conduct
and not intervening in the fight or
alerting authorities. All of the students have said they witnessed the
altercation but were not involved in
it otherwise.
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systems from the Florida Institute of
Technology.
Higginbotham was chosen for the
1996 astronaut class. After training,
she returned to the Kennedy Space
Center where she held several jobs,
including helping crewmembers on
the space station as they operated the
robotic arm.
Interim Chancellor John Dunn
said students — especially women in
science and math — should recognize how successful Higginbotham
has been and use her as an inspiration.
“I think this is a great moment
in the history of SIU,” Dunn said.
“Certainly, the Saluki spirit soars.”
The SIU Alumni Association
honored Higginbotham as a
Distinguished Alumni in 1999. Her
picture and biography hang alongside other prominent graduates in
the Recreation Center.
A group of several SIUC employees and alumni will attend the launch
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The victim suffered facial and
head injuries during the assault and
was robbed of between $90 and
$100, according to the incident’s
police report.
Vice Chancellor for Student
Affairs Larry Dietz has said university employees could not speak
about the students’ appeals. He said
he chose Alexander to oversee the
appeals because of his legal expertise and the “high sensitivity” of the
students’ cases.
Dietz said suspended students
who successfully appeal are allowed
back onto campus and into classes
at the discretion of the appeals hearing officer. Successful appeals also
expunge reprimands from students’
transcripts.
Authorities also criminally

in December, said Ed Buerger, executive director of the SIU Alumni
Association and associate vice chancellor for institutional advancement.
According to the Web site,
Higginbotham will be in charge of
operating the robotics arm as a loadmaster and transferring the truss
from the shuttle to the station during the mission. She is also responsible for the release of several small
satellites after the shuttle leaves the
station.
Since the station entered orbit in
1998, it has operated on a temporary
electrical system, similar to a generator. With the astronauts onboard the
space station, Higginbotham and
the crew will switch the temporary
power system to a permanent system.
The mission will also deliver a
replacement for one of the astronauts living on the station, according
to NASA.
Sarah Lohman can be reached at 5363311 ext. 255 or
sarah_lohman@dailyegyptian.com.
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charged one of the students, Reese
Jr., with mob action, robbery
and aggravated assault, all felony
offenses. His preliminary hearing in
Jackson County Court is Dec. 7.
Another freshman, Corey
Coakley, received the same three felony charges and also has his preliminary hearing on Dec. 7, alongside
non-student Jovan Lacey. Coakley
was suspended by Student Judicial
Affairs but has not appealed. A preliminary hearing for another nonstudent implicated in the attack,
Michael Ziegler Jr., was held Nov.
3, and he is slated for a jury trial on
Jan. 16.
Brandon Weisenberger can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or
brandon_weisenberger@dailyegyptian.com.
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by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

by Aaron McGruder

The Boondocks

by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Girls and Sports

By Linda Black
Today’s Birthday (11-27-06). This year you don’t have the
luxury of hiding out in your ivory tower. Theory won’t be enough
for you. Also master the practical applications.
To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest
day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is an 8 - There’s a reason
so many Aries people join the armed services. There are lots of
reasons, actually, but one is self-discipline. When you’ve got it,
you’re invincible.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 7 - Don’t let your excitement show, even if you have a good hand. You win not from luck
but from expertise, and having a good poker face.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 7 - Put in the extra
effort, and go the extra mile. Keep telling the others you know
they can do it, too. Together, you will.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is a 6 - You know a person
who always wants to tell you what to do. Pretend you don’t
already know, and you might actually learn something.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is an 8 - You’re lucky and, as
everyone knows, that’s better than being smart. And you’re
smart enough to know that your luck improves if you pay attention.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is a 7 - The job is not easy.
That’s why you get the big bucks, or you will someday if you
don’t now. Be a perfectionist, and succeed brilliantly.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is a 7 - You’re a visionary but
you can also be realistic. You know there’ll be work involved and
you’re right. Make preparations.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is a 6 - The situation is
tense, if there’s a lot of your own money involved. Make lists and
stick to your budget, to avoid buyer’s remorse.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is an 8 - Don’t give up,
even when your brain gets overloaded. Have a cup of something
comforting, and get back in the fight.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is a 7 - Use your extra to
pay back a favor or debt from long ago. You’ll be amazed at how
much better this will make both of you feel.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is a 7 - The opposition has
just about given up by now, although there are still a few to be
convinced. Be prepared, when they launch their verbal attack.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 5 - You’re still
immersed in a job you wish was over by now, but it’s not. In your
imagination, be where you are, doing exactly what you’re doing.

“The Daily Egyptian is the
key to any great civilization!”
— Gusimus Maximus

(c) 2006, TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES INC.
Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

Sudoku

By Michael Mepham

HOACS
Level: 1

2

3

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit 1 to
9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

©2006 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

SCERS

puzzle
Solution to Friday’s
Saturday’s
puzzle

GLAITH
www.jumble.com

ZEEMAC
Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Answer: A
Saturday’s
Yesterday’s
Sudoku on your cell phone. Enter 783658.com in your mobile Web browser. Get a free game!
© 2006 Michael Mepham. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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“

”

(Answers tomorrow)
WOMEN DADDY
SWOON MYRIAD
NORMAL RAREFY
VANDAL
Jumbles: CHAFE
The deep-voiced
opera
singer
wasbed,
castthe
in
the butler and
maid
did the
Answer: When
a —boy’s
“LOW-DOWN”
rich
friend saidROLE
he — HAD IT “MADE”

14

Monday, Novemver 27, 2006

DAILY EGYPTIAN

SIU volleyball falls short
Salukis just miss
MVC Tournament
Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The Salukis had their opportunity
but couldn’t take advantage of it in
their final push to the Missouri Valley
Conference Tournament.
The SIU volleyball team entered
the weekend of Nov. 17 in a tie with
the University of Evansville (12-18,
6-12 MVC) for sixth place in the
Missouri Valley Conference — the
spot needed to qualify for the postseason tournament.
The Purple Aces lost both their
matches, keeping SIU’s postseason
hopes alive.
The Salukis (11-17, 6-12
MVC) couldn’t capitalize at Davies
Gymnasium against Creighton
University and Drake University —
ending SIU’s season.
The Salukis were optimistic after
the Nov. 17 defeat at the hands of
Creighton. Head coach Brenda
Winkeler said the Salukis were still
confident about their chances at qualifying for the MVC Tournament.
SIU lost the match to Creighton
(19-9, 11-6 MVC) in four sets (3020, 30-21, 28-30, 30-26).
“We did some things that we want-

OLD SPICE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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Tatum’s dagger gave the Salukis a
67-64 lead, and junior forward Matt
Shaw sealed the deal with two free
throws.
But for the second time in three
games, the Salukis surrendered a
comfortable second-half lead. Five
minutes into the first half, SIU found
itself with an 11-point cushion after
Shaw buried a 3-pointer.
At that point, the Salukis were
in a similar situation they were in
on Thanksgiving Day against the
University of Arkansas. The Salukis
held as much as a 9-point edge
against the Razorbacks but succumbed late while Shaw and Falker
were on the bench fouled out, and
they lost, 61-53, in overtime.
Lowery said letting the lead
slip had more to do with the level

ed to do with Creighton,” Winkeler
said. “We lost to a good team but
played very hard.”
At one point against Creighton,
the Salukis were trailing 28-18 when
they went on an 8-1 run to cut the
lead to 29-26, but the Bluejays went
on to win 30-26.
“We went on a great run. There
was a lot of pressure,” Johannah Yutzy
said. “It was a huge comeback, but it
was too late. We need to play like that
all the time.”
The senior middle blocker played
well, Winkeler said, finishing with 20
kills and three block assists.
Sophomore libero Kristy Elswick
also turned in a strong performance,
recording 29 digs in the match.
Four hard-fought matches set the
stage for the showdown against Drake
on Nov. 18.
SIU, though, couldn’t stop Drake’s
senior outside hitter Eve Johnson,
who finished the match with 32 kills
and 15 digs en route to a four-game
win for the Bulldogs (24-30, 30-23,
30-23, 30-28).
Winkeler said Johnson played “the
game of her career,” and everything
else seemed to go wrong for the
Salukis, including an injury to sophomore outside hitter Kristie Berwanger
during the third game.
She did not return, but Winkeler
said Berwanger should be healthy in

“It“was a huge comeback,

of teams the Salukis were facing,
not anything his squad was doing
wrong.
“The biggest thing is the level of
competition is tremendous,” Lowery
said. “We’re fighting (players who
are) 6-10, 6-11 with very little rest.”
Against the Hokies, however, the
Salukis were able to fight off the late
charges thanks to five late points
from sophomore point guard Bryan
Mullins and two Tatum free throws.
Shaw led the Salukis with 17
points, while Tatum chipped in with
16 and eight rebounds.
The 2-1 road trip is a stark contrast to how the Salukis opened
play in 2005. At the Great Alaska
Shootout last season, the Salukis
stumbled to a 1-2 record, including a loss to Division II Alaska
Anchorage.
In Florida, however, the Salukis’
play was hot. So hot, that Lowery

said he had coaches calling from
across the country trying to pick his
brain about the Salukis’ tenacious
defense.
The too-close-for-comfort defense
paced the Salukis throughout the
eight-team tournament.
Aside from knocking off an ACC
school in the Hokies, SIU also toppled the Big Ten’s Minnesota on
Friday, 69-53.
Lowery said the showing at the
tourney gives his team a boost of
confidence. It also proved the Salukis’
resilience and ability to bounce back
after a tough loss.
“Last year, we really didn’t handle
ourselves after a loss,” Lowery said.
“We really struggled when we lost
games.”

but it was too late.
We need to play like that
all the time.
— Johannah Yutzy
senior middle blocker

four to six weeks.
“We were playing pretty well, but
our ball control was an issue, so we
were having problems on offense,”
Winkeler said. “Drake has been playing very good volleyball, and they had
nothing to lose, so I have to give credit
to them as well.”
Also in the match against Drake,
Elswick notched a match-high 26
digs, finishing with her SIU singleseason digs record at 569.
Winkeler said although the departure of the seniors, including Yutzy, who
finished the season with a team-high
324 kills and a spot on the All-MVC
Second Team, is disappointing, she’s
excited about the prospects of 2007.
“I’m happy with our season. Of
course, I expected more, but we did
progress after having a lot of freshmen
on the floor,” Winkeler said. “We got
a bright future.”
Scott Mieszala can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 282 or
scott_mieszala@dailyegyptian.com.

Jordan Wilson can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
jordan_wilson@dailyegyptian.com.
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It didn’t take Kill long to find
the words to describe Whitlock’s
contributions, either.
“Arkee’s the best player in the
country,” Kill said. “Not the best
running back, the best player.”
Whitlock backed his coach’s
claim 28 times. That’s the number
of carries Whitlock accrued en
route to 207 yards — a hefty 7.4
yards per tote. And the majority of
those carries came at a time when
SIU was desperate for yardage.
The Salukis’ passing game was
stagnant — aside from SIU’s last
drive of the game in which Hill
found senior wideout Alan Turner
for the winning score.
Other than that, it was
Whitlock taking care of the SIU
side of the scoreboard.
“He’s unbelievable. I’ve never
seen anything like it in my life,”
Kill said. “And I can tell you
Nick’s never seen anything like it.
It’s fun to watch him.”
Even though the Salukis’ only
passing touchdown came on the
winning drive — a 47-yard connection from Hill to Turner with
less than a minute remaining — it
was Whitlock who paved the way.
Every time SIU needed a first
down or a touchdown, Whitlock
provided.

His role was no more evident
than when the Salukis were down
27-14 late in the third quarter.
After Hill threw two interceptions
to end the prior drive, Kill put the
ball back in Whitlock’s hands.
He didn’t disappoint.
The drive, which started with
the ball on the Salukis’ 43-yard
line and 4:08 to play in the third
quarter, only consisted of two
plays.
That’s all Whitlock needed.
The senior gave the Salukis a
first down with a 10-yard scamper
and then rumbled 47 yards into
the end zone on the next play to
make the score 27-21. Whitlock
proceeded to score again on SIU’s
next possession, a 1-yard score
that gave the Salukis their first
lead at 28-27.
It wasn’t like the Skyhawks were
taken aback by Whitlock’s fourtouchdown outing that propelled
SIU’s come-from-behind win.
UTM head coach Jason Simpson
said there wasn’t much his team
could do to stop Whitlock.
“You stop him, you stop him,
you stop him. Then all of a sudden, he comes out and makes a big
play,” Simpson said.
Jordan Wilson can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
jordan_wilson@dailyegyptian.com.

Rams beat 49ers to
stop five-game skid
R.B. Fallstrom
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ST. LO U I S — It took a crucial stop by the Rams’ beleaguered
defense and Marc Bulger being
nearly perfect on the winning drive
to halt St. Louis’ five-game losing
streak.
The Rams (5-6) broke another
team’s heart for a change on Bulger’s
5-yard touchdown pass to Kevin
Curtis with 27 seconds to go for a
20-17 victory over the San Francisco
49ers on Sunday. Twice during the
skid they lost in the final minute.
“We needed to win in the worst
way,” Curtis said. “To come out of
there and score when we need to
gives us a lot of hope for the rest of
the season.”
San Francisco (5-6) totaled 171
yards rushing against the NFL’s
worst defense against the run,
including 134 yards on 21 carries

by Frank Gore. He’s the fifth player
in six weeks to top 100 against the
Rams, and totaled 261 yards in two
games against St. Louis.
Leading 14-13 midway through
the fourth quarter, the 49ers marched
down the field on a 13-play, 75yard drive that chewed up more
than seven and a half minutes and
included only one pass. The drive
screeched to a halt at the 7 when
Michael Robinson was stopped for
no gain on third-and-1 by Brandon
Chillar and Raonall Smith, forcing
a 24-yard field goal by Joe Nedney
with 3:54 to go.
“That was a big moment,”
Rams middle linebacker Will
Witherspoon said. “That was a
game-changing moment.”
Gore was not in the game for the
big carry because of an injured right
ankle, which coach Mike Nolan
described as a bruise. He was taken
for X-rays after the game.

DAILY EGYPTIAN

Sports

Monday, November 27, 2006

Saluki Insider
Saluki Banter
With Ohio State a lock to get into college football’s national championship, its
opponent is yet unknown. USC, Michigan and Florida all hold realistic shots at getting the
call. Who should face Ohio State in the national championship?

JORDAN WILSON
jordan_wilson@
dailyegyptian.com

“Letting computer statistics decide who
deserves this is stupid. A playoff system like
Division I-AA’s would be ideal, but I guess the
BCS will always big-league that. But out of
those teams, it’s gotta be the Trojans. They
looked pretty good against Notre Dame.”

“A Michigan rematch would be interesting, BRIAN FELDT
seeing how close it was last time. USC, though,
will get the nod to play Ohio State, and they
brian_feldt@
have a decent shot at winning it.”
dailyegyptian.com

“I think it’s a mess, but what else is new?

SALUKI TRACKER
BALTIMORE RAVENS

Bart Scott
In the Baltimore
Ravens’ 27-0 win
over the Pittsburgh
Steelers on Sunday,
Bart Scott recorded
four tackles and 1.5
sacks in contributing to the shutout
and a franchise
record nine sacks
in one game. The
sacks were Scott’s first since week three,
when he recorded two in a 15-14 victory against the Cleveland Browns. On
the season, Scott now has 73 tackles
and 6.5 sacks. His 73 tackles is the
most on his team, and his 6.5 sacks
ranks third on the Ravens. Baltimore
returns to action Thursday against the
Cincinnati Bengals.

SCOTT MIESZALA If you’re talking about most deserving, then it
scott_mieszala@
dailyegyptian.com

should be Michigan. But we’ve already seen
that, and I don’t think USC is all that good, so
let’s rig the computers and put Florida in the
championship game.”

Do you have questions for the
Saluki Banter that you want
answered?
E-mail de_editor@dailyegyptian.com

MENS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

Sports Briefs

SIU swimming and diving takes second

For the first time this season, Saluki upperclassmen took control of a swimming meet
without dominating performances from freshmen aiding them.
Both the men’s and women’s swimming and diving team finished in second place at
the Northwestern Invitational, riding the backs of stellar performances from juniors Antonio
Santoro and Julie Ju.
Both swimmers etched their names into the SIU record books en route to leading the
Salukis to a second-place finish.
Santoro finished second or third in every event he competed in.
His second-place finish in the 500-meter freestyle, with a time of 4:24.02, broke the Sun
Belt Conference record and ranks fifth all-time at SIU.
The women’s team was charged by great performances from upperclassmen Ju and
Cristina Curtuneanu.
Ju set the top times in the Missouri Valley Conference for the 50 freestyle, 100 freestyle,
500 freestyle and the 100 breaststroke and never finished lower than third place in any
event.
Ju, a junior, finished second in the 100 freestyle with a time of 50.91 — placing her fifth
all-time in the SIU record book.
Curtuneanu, a senior, finished in fourth place in the 1-meter dive with a score of 266.30
while taking third place in the 3-meter dive with a score of 272.30.
Both Ju and Curtuneanu along with Santoro will be part of elite swimming group heading to the U.S. Open later this week.

Date

Opponent

Nov. 29
Louisiana Tech
Dec. 2
Saint Louis
Dec. 9
Western Kentucky
Dec. 17
Indiana
Dec. 20 Central Michigan
Dec. 23
Saint Mary’s
Dec. 29
Illinois State
Jan. 1
Wichita State
Jan. 4
Drake
Jan. 6
Northern Iowa
Jan. 10
Bradley
Jan. 13
Missouri State
Jan. 15
Drake
Jan. 17
Evansville
Jan. 20
Creighton
Jan. 23
Northern Iowa
Jan. 27
Illinois State
Jan. 31
Indiana State
Feb. 3
Wichita State

Time
7:00 p.m. CT
2:05 p.m. CT
7:00 p.m. CT
8:00 p.m. ET
7:05 p.m. CT
11:00 a.m. PT
6:05 p.m. CT
7:05 p.m. CT
7:05 p.m. CT
12:00 p.m. CT
7:05 p.m. CT
2:05 p.m. CT
7:05 p.m. CT
7:05 p.m. CT
7:05 p.m. CT
8:05 p.m. CT
2:05 p.m. CT
7:05 p.m. CT
1:05 p.m. CT

Patriots tame Bears 17-13
Howard Ulman
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

F OX B O RO U G H , Mass. —
The New England Patriots finally quit
stopping themselves.
After New England turned the ball
over three times inside the Chicago 20yard line, tight end Benjamin Watson
hung onto Tom Brady’s 2-yard pass in
the end zone, giving the Patriots a 1713 win Sunday over the NFL leader in
takeaways.
Then Patriots cornerback Asante
Samuel put an abrupt end to the Bears’
comeback hopes with his third interception with 1:46 to play.
Playing on their new artificial
turf, the Patriots (8-3) persevered
against the Bears (9-2), who had
allowed 120 points this season,
the fewest in the league. But New
England’s was the second stingiest
defense coming into the game, having given up just 131.
The Bears capitalized on the fourth
of their five takeaways — and Charles

Tillman’s second interception — and
tied the game 10-10 just 7 seconds into
the fourth quarter on Cedric Benson’s
2-yard run.
The Patriots then moved 73 yards
after the kickoff and went ahead with
8:22 left. Brady provided the dramatics
with a scrambling 40-yard completion
to Watson and an 11-yard run for a first
down that ended with him jumping up
and making an emphatic first-down
signal.
That put the ball at the Chicago 14,
and Watson scored five plays later.
The Bears began the day with a
chance to clinch the NFC North title.
But Minnesota’s win over Arizona earlier Sunday ended that.
Their loss would have kept them
from clinching anyway, but they had
a chance to win after Alex Brown
recovered Corey Dillon’s fumble at the
Bears 22-yard line with 1:52. Fittingly
for a game with nine turnovers,
Chicago committed the final one on
the very next play when Samuel intercepted Rex Grossman’s 40-yard pass

intended for Rashied Davis.
Brady then knelt with the ball for
three straight plays — and made sure
he grasped it tightly on every one.
The Patriots had failed to score on
only five of their 39 trips inside the
opponents’ 20-yard line this season but
came up short time after time against
Chicago, which had allowed the fewest
yards in the NFL.
With both teams coming off shutout wins, the game shaped up as a
defensive struggle and that’s the way it
turned out.
Not even the new FieldTurf,
installed after season-long problems
with the natural grass caused players to
slip, made much difference for running
backs trying to plant their cleats and
shake loose for big gains.
The first half ended with a bizarre
set of plays. Two passes by Brady that
were ruled completions on the field
were overturned on video review. The
last negated a potential 27-yard pass to
Watson that would have put the ball at
the Bears 7 with 6 seconds left.
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Volleyball stumbles:
SIU just misses MVC Tournament, page 14

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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RECAP

FOOTBALL

While
you were
eating ...

Whitlock to the rescue
NO. 10 SIU 36, NO. 12 UTM 30
Saturday at McAndrew Stadium
SIU (9-3)
0 7 14 15 — 36
14 7 6 3 — 30
UTM (9-3)
SIU Individual stats
RUSHING — Arkee Whitlock 28-207,
John Randle 7-10, Nick Hill 9-5
PASSING (comp.-att.-yards int. TDs)
— Nick Hill 8-14-129 1 1
RECEIVING — Ryan Beeler 2-33, Alan
Turner 1-45, Braden Jones 1-13

While most SIU students were at
home this Thanksgiving break feasting
on turkey, SIU student-athletes were
running a different route.
Throughout the week-long break,
Saluki athletes were in full tilt and could
afford no time off. Here is a breakdown
of how each team fared during the
break.

UTM Individual stats
RUSHING — Don Chapman 31-108, Jesse
Burton 1-31, Josh Chapman 7-31
PASSING (comp.-att.-yards int. TDs)
— Greg Preston 10-16-137 1 1
RECEIVING — Jesse Burton 6-110, Don
Chapman 1-12, E.J. Daniel 1-8

Football (9-3)
SIU recorded two big victories during the break, including a first-round
win over the University of TennesseeMartin in the NCAA Division I
Football Championship.
The Salukis defeated the UTMartin 36-30 on a game-winning,
45-yard touchdown pass from junior
quarterback Nick Hill.
The week before, SIU dominated
in a 59-0 win against Southern Utah
University.
During the two-game stretch,
senior running back Arkee Whitlock
gained 377 rushing yards and seven
touchdowns while being named to
the 2007 Cornerstone Bancarde Hula
Bowl and breaking two SIU records
— the career all-purpose yardage
record and the single-season rushing
touchdowns record.

TEAM STATS
1st downs
Rushes-yards
Passing yards
Comp.-Att.-Int.
Return yards
Punts-Avg.
Fumbles-lost
3rd down eﬃciency
4th down eﬃciency
Penalties-yards
Possession

The Salukis won two of three at the
Old Spice Classic, beating Minnesota
(69-53) and Virginia Tech (69-64) and
losing to Arkansas (53-61) in overtime.
SIU beat Murray State University
62-46 on Nov. 19, with senior guard
Jamaal Tatum making his season debut
after being suspended for the first three
games of the season. Tatum scored 20
points in the Saluki win.

Women’s Basketball (1-4)
After picking up its first win of the
season against Murray State (77-68)
Nov. 17, the SIU women’s basketball
team couldn’t keep the momentum
rolling into break.
The Salukis lost three straight games
to St. Louis (73-80), San Francisco (6067) and Kentucky (59-78) — the latter
two coming in the Odwalla Classic
Tournament in San Francisco.

Volleyball (11-17, 6-12 MVC)
The SIU volleyball team entered
the break with the MVC Tournament
on its mind but left empty-handed.
The Salukis lost to Creighton
University (3-1) Nov. 17, and Drake
University (3-1) Nov. 18, which
plunged SIU into seventh place — one
spot short of sixth place, which garners
a playoff bid.
Yutzy also earned All-MVC team
for the second consecutive season.

Swimming and Diving (10-4)
Both the men’s and women’s swimming teams finished second in the
Northwestern TYR Invitational, Nov.
17-19.
Junior Julie Ju finished second in the
100 freestyle with a time of 50.91, the
fifth best time in SIU history.
Junior Antonio Santoro finished
second in the 200 fly and also entered
the SIU record books with a time of
1:47.46 — fifth best all-time.

UTM

20
45-221
129
8-14-1
89
4-40.2
0-0
6/11
0/1
5-52
30:44

17
42-162
137
10-16-1
53
4-25.8
1-1
4/11
1/1
5-40
29:16

SCORING SUMMARY
1st QUARTER
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Saluki running back Arkee Whitlock dodges an attempted tackle by University of TennesseeMartin defensive back Dontell Miller while running the ball during the Salukis’ first-round playoff game
Saturday afternoon at McAndrew Stadium.

Senior scores four times to help SIU stave off elimination
Jordan Wilson

Men’s Basketball (3-1)

SIU

DAILY EGYPTIAN

Usually when a football team is
down by three touchdowns late in a
game, taking it to the air is the only
option. But with Arkee Whitlock on
your roster, passing doesn’t need to
cross the mind.
So when the SIU football team
was on the brink of elimination in a
first-round playoff game against the
University of Tennessee-Martin on
Saturday, the Salukis turned to their

senior leader. Whitlock answered the
call in a big way — racking up four
touchdowns in SIU’s 36-30 victory.
With the end of his career hanging
in the balance, Whitlock was a sight
to see.
Watch Whitlock run. Watch
Whitlock brush UTM defenders off
like gnats. Watch Whitlock score four
touchdowns and net 297 total yards.
In doing so, Whitlock put the
Salukis’ fate on his shoulder pads when
they were down 20, and he continued
on to score 21 unanswered points.

The All-American just wanted the
ball.
“Every week I’m coming, and I’m
willing to take the load,” Whitlock
said. “Coach is willing to feed me, and
I’m willing to eat.”
SIU head coach Jerry Kill lauded
his running back’s performance. Sitting
between Whitlock and junior quarterback Nick Hill in a postgame press
conference, Kill patted the duo on the
pads, calling them his job security.
See WHITLOCK, Page 14

SIU-UTM

UTM 11:40 Don Chapman 1-yd run (Taylor Brown Kick)
0-7
UTM 08:34 Jack Greenwood 51-yd Int. return (Brown Kick) 0-14

2nd QUARTER
SIU 11:40 Arkee Whitlock 1-yd run (Craig Coﬃn Kick)
UTM 07:45 Justin Glover 4-yd pass (Brown Kick)

7-14
7-21

3rd QUARTER
UTM 12:04 Don Chapman 13-yd run (Brown Kick)
SIU 10:15 Arkee Whitlock 11-yd run (Coﬃn Kick)
SIU 03:41 Arkee Whitlock 47-yd run (Coﬃn Kick)

7-27
14-27
21-27

4th QUARTER
SIU 09:42 Arkee Whitlock 1-yd run (Coﬃn Kick)
UTM 02:44 Taylor Brown 34-yd ﬁeld goal
SIU 00:57 Alan Turner 45-yd pass

28-27
28-30
36-30

“ the best player in
“Arkee’s
the country.
Not the best running back,
the best player.
— Jerry Kill
SIU football coach

MEN’S BASKETBALL

High majors give SIU few problems
Jordan Wilson
DAILY EGYPTIAN

It may have been a broken play,
but it sufficed for the SIU men’s
basketball team.
When Jamaal Tatum ran off a
high screen from teammate Randal
Falker in the waning moments of
Sunday’s game against Virginia
Tech, he was supposed to dish to
Falker for a potential game-winning shot.
When the pass wasn’t there,
Tatum pulled up from behind
the three-point line and nailed
the long-range shot with only 24
seconds remaining to push the
Salukis to a 69-64 win over the
Hokies.
The win gave SIU a 2-1 record
at the Old Spice Classic in Lake
Buena Vista, Fla., upping its season record to 4-1.
Head coach Chris Lowery said
he was pleased with Tatum’s decision making when the X’s and O’s
didn’t pan out.

S. ILLINOIS 69, VIRGINIA TECH 64
Sunday at Disney Wide World of Sports
SIU (4-1)
28
41
—69
23
41
—64
VT (3-2)
SIU Individual stats
Top scorer: Matt Shaw 6-7 17pts
Top rebounder: Jamaal Tatum 8

VT Individual stats
Top scorer: Deron Washington 7-10 18pts.
Top Rebounder: Cheick Diakite 9

TEAM STATS

SIU

VT

Field goal %
51.2
45.5
3-Point %
53.3
35
Free throw %
63
70
Field goals-attempts 22-43
25-55
Rebounds (O-D-Total) 9-20-29 11-18-29
Steals
10
9
Turnovers
21
18

“At the end of a game, very
rarely do you get your first look,”
Lowery said in a phone interview.
“He was smart enough not to try
to throw the ball with a chance to
win it.”
See OLD SPICE, Page 14
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Jamaal Tatum guards Bruce Carter during the Salukis’ defeat by
Murray State University on Nov. 19 at the SIU Arena.

